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There was a very good reason why the Turanian
languages should for a long time have remained in
this second or agglutinative stage. It was felt essen-
tial that the radical portion of each word should stand
out in distinct relief, and never be obscured or absorbed,
as so often happens in the third or inflectional stage.

The French dge, for instance, has lost its whole
material body, and is nothing but termination. Age
in Old French was eage and edage. Edage is a
corruption of the Latin cetaticuwi; cetaticum is a
derivative of cetas; cetas an abbreviation of cevitas;
(evitas is derived from cewm, and in cevwm, ce only
is the radical or predicative element, the Sanskrit ay
in ay-us, life, which contains the germ from which
these various words derive their life and meaning.
From ccvum the Eomans derived cwiternus, contracted
into ceternus, so that age and eternity flow from the
same source. What trace of ce or cevuwi, or even
amtas and cetas, remains in dge ? Or, to take a more
ancient case, what trace of the root si, to bind,
is there left in pao-fari for IfjidcrdXrj, the thong of a
whip ? Turanian languages cannot afford such words
as dge in their dictionaries. It is an indispensable
requirement in a nomadic language that it should be
intelligible to many, though their intercourse be but
scanty. It requires tradition, society, and literature
to maintain words and forms which can no longer be
analysed at once. Such words would seldom spring
up in nornadic languages, or if they did, they would
die away with each generation.

The Aryan verb contains many forms in which the
personal pronoun is no longer felt distinctly. And